Dear Friends,
We are entering an emotive period in our calendar. The season of Remembrance
highlights the darkness of loss, both personal and corporate. This evening we will gather
to remember our loved ones together; next week we will have our civic act of
Remembrance where we will remember those who gave their lives for our freedom in
conflicts across the world. Alongside these opportunities to remember together are the
festival of All Saints (today) where we celebrate those who have gone before (and those
who are examples to us today) and community events such as the Carnival which
remind us that there is still joy and fun to be found in our lives. As you find yourselves,
willingly or reluctantly, engaging in the activities of church and community in the
coming days, it is my prayer that we might each know in our hearts the one who is
light, who can and will always overcome the darkness we feel and know. Rev Dan

Treasure the Earth
As I write this parish letter, we are in the midst of two weeks of action by Extinction Rebellion drawing our attention to
the concerns of climate change. Following Greta Thunberg’s rousing speech to the UN and the various climate strikes
undertaken by young people around the world, we are becoming more aware of the dangers of neglecting such an
important matter. Whether we are young and passionate about this issue or one of Boris’s so-called ‘crusties’ and
equally passionate, it seems to me that we are all called to be passionate about caring for the world God has made, and
which He has entrusted to our care.

From Bp …………….

The fifth Mark of Mission calls for us to ‘Treasure the Earth’ or, to ‘safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and
renew the life of the earth’. Here in Bath and Wells we focus on placing mission and evangelism at the heart of all we
do. This often means we highlight the story of Jesus and the opportunity for us to know God’s grace and forgiveness in
personal ways. All really important for us to know how much we are loved. However, mission and evangelism isn’t just
limited to those people we live amongst in the present day. St Paul speaks about how our salvation and that of the
world or creation are bound up together….
‘The created universe is waiting with eager expectation for God’s children to be revealed. It was made subject to
frustration, not of its own choice but by the will of him who subjected it, yet with the hope that the universe itself is to be
freed from the shackles of mortality and is to enter upon the glorious liberty of the children of God.’ Romans 8: 19-21
Sometimes I hear people dismiss concerns for the world and its future as being insignificant in the light of the eternal
hope we have in Christ. I think this misguided and often selfish. It’s a bit like the attitude which says, ‘well as long as it
sees me out!...’
This month you have the opportunity to get involved yourself. On Monday 18th November at Wells Cathedral and in
Christ Church, Weston-Super-Mare on Saturday November 9th, there are opportunities for you to find out more. Look on
the diocesan website.
And it’s not just for individual action, we as a diocese want to encourage churches to look at how they might become
Eco churches in the way in which they respond in worship, theological reflection, make practical changes to their carbon
footprint, and in bringing about that freedom for the whole universe to be sustained and renewed.
What might you get passionate about and do?
The Right Revd Ruth Worsley
Bishop of Taunton

COLLECTS AND READINGS
3rd November All Saints
Daniel 7.1-3, 15-18; Ephesians 1.11-end; Luke 6.20-31
Collect: God of holiness, your glory is proclaimed in every age: as we rejoice in the faith of your saints,
inspire us to follow their example with boldness and joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Post Communion: God, the source of all holiness and giver of all good things: may we who have shared at this
table as strangers and pilgrims here on earth be welcomed with all your saints to the heavenly feast on the
day of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
10th November Remembrance
Job 19.23-27a; 2 Thessalonians 2.1-5, 13-end; Luke 20.27-38
Collect: God, our refuge and strength, bring near the day when wars shall cease and poverty and pain shall end, that
earth may know the peace of heaven through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Post Communion: God of peace, whose Son Jesus Christ proclaimed the kingdom and restored the broken to
wholeness of life: look with compassion on the anguish of the world, and by your healing power make whole both
people and nations; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Our Pastoral Prayers
To include somebody on this prayer
list please let Liz in the office know by
8am on Thursday, making sure the person you wish to be
included wants their name in print.
Marriage
Couples preparing for marriage, and those recently
married.
Baptisms:
We pray for all parents and godparents
Those in need of our prayers:
Margaret Moyle, Hazel, Betty Montgomery,
Christine Marston, Val & George Crawford, Maureen & Ian
Thompson, Gloria and Ken Vivash, Pete, Brenda,
For those who have died:
We pray for those who have recently died and their loved
ones who grieve their loss.
Betty Player
Those whose anniversary falls this week:
Martyn Lawson, Wendy Skuse, Carmen Ford

Advance Notice
On Sunday 17th November there will
be one service at 3pm.
There will not be a 9am service.
On Saturday November 9th it is the Diocesan
Confirmation Service at Wells Cathedral at
2pm.
Tali is among those being confirmed and
would love your support if you are able to
be there. She will receive her first
communion at St John’s on Sunday
November 10th

HELP NEEDED PLEASE
Our Christmas fair is on Saturday
30th November
10am – 12 Noon
Please let Pat Burge or Ian
Chedzey know if you can help
with setting up/clearing down,
on a stall or serving
refreshments.

FOODBANK
Our local foodbank continues to need our
support.
They are particularly in need of the following
items
Tins of Meat, Toilet Rolls, Dog Food, Nappies
(size 4) and Toiletries

This year as a parish we are encouraging you to
engage, once again with a simple Advent book.
‘Ready Steady Slow’ involves a short daily
reading, reflection and prayer.
Rev Dan has managed to get hold of copies for
the bargain price of just £1 each. Please do
speak to him if you would like a copy.

CALENDAR
NOVEMBER

Who’s Who at St John’s:
Vicar: Vacant
Curate: Rev’d Dan Crouch
Churchwarden: Chris Perry

325194
783753

Sun 3rd Fourth Sunday before Advent 8am Communion 9.30am Communion
5pm All Souls Service
th
Tues 5
10am
NO Toddlers in church hall (half term break)
th
Wed 6
9.30am
Said Communion & 10.00am Foodbank Listening Place in church hall
th
Thurs 7
10.30am
Little Angels in church hall
Sun 10th Remembrance Sunday 8am Communion 9.30am Family Communion
3pm Remembrance service
th
Mon 11
10.45am Act of Remembrance at Southwell Gardens
th
Tues 12
10am
Toddlers in church hall
th
Wed 13
9.30am
Said Communion & 10.00am Foodbank Listening Place in church hall
th
Thurs 14
10.30am
Little Angels in church hall
Sun 17th Second Sunday before Advent NO 9am 3pm Communion & Tea
Tues 19th
10am
Toddlers in church hall
Wed 20th
9.30am
Said Communion & 10.00am Foodbank Listening Place in church hall
st
Thurs 21
10.30am
Little Angels in church hall
rd
Sat 23
2.30pm
Wedding
Sun 24th Christ the King
Tues 26th
10am
th
Wed 27
9.30am
7.30pm
th
Thurs 24
10.30am
th
Sat 30 10am – 12noon

8am Communion 9.30am Communion
Toddlers in church hall
Said Communion & 10.00am Foodbank Listening Place in church hall
PCC meeting in church hall – Outlook focus
Little Angels in church hall
Christmas fair

DECEMBER
Sun 1st Advent Sunday 8am Communion 9.30am Communion 5pm Christingle
Tues 3rd
10am
Toddlers in church hall
th
Wed 4
9.30am
Said Communion & 10.00am Foodbank Listening Place in church hall
th
Thurs 5
10.30am
Little Angels in church hall

To submit an article for the Signpost Weekly please e-mail:
stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com or leave a message on 01278 780633 by 8am on
Thursday
Parish office opening hours
Wednesday 9.30am – 2.30pm, Thursday 12 noon – 2.30pm, Friday 9.30am – 12.30pm
Term time only
Please ring in advance

