Dear Friends,
It is worth making you all aware that the diocese have secured a tenancy for the
empty vicarage. The tenant(s) will move in on Monday 16 December. This will
have an impact on our parking situation, and we must ensure we do not park
beyond the garage on the driveway when the vicarage is occupied. We will be
writing to our neighbours and to all hall users to ask them to respect that the
house is now occupied and to ensure access is always available. It makes life
more complicated than before, but it offers us the opportunity to practice
hospitality and welcome. We are putting together a box of basic items to leave
for the new tenants along with a Christmas card to welcome them to the
community. It is inconvenient good news that, at a time when there is a shortage
of affordable housing, rather than standing empty, the vicarage is home to a
family. We are reminded at this time of year that Mary and Joseph were looking
for a place to stay and we are all familiar with how that story unfolded… Rev Dan

‘it is your responsibility’
So it has been decided. There is to be a General Election on 12 December and much has been made of the fact
that this is the first December election since 1923. Things could be worse however, as the 1885 General
Election took place over three weeks from 24 November to 18 December 1885. It was nonetheless an
important milestone in social history, as it extended voting rights so that for the first time a majority of adult
males could vote and most constituencies returned only a single member to Parliament. These were quite
radical developments and at that election large numbers of men voted for the first time. It saw the Liberals,
led by Gladstone win the most seats, but not an overall majority, with the Irish Nationalists holding the
balance of power and the Unionist MPs having a significant voice. The 1885 election also saw the first socialist
party, the Social Democratic Freedom participate.
So significant was this election that my predecessor, Bishop Arthur Hervey, wrote an open letter on 2 October
1885 suggesting that ‘all Christian subjects of the Queen had a duty of special prayer to Almighty God that He
will be pleased to guide the minds of the Electors to make such a choice of representatives as shall tend most
to the glory of God, the honour and welfare of our Sovereign, and the happiness of the people.’ In His view
Parliament was responsible for establishing ‘peace and happiness, truth and justice, religion and piety’ and the
‘welfare of all people.’ In asking people to pray, as well as to vote, he made it clear that whilst people would
have different ‘political leanings’ that they needed to come together to pray for the ‘peace and happiness of
the nation at large’.
I think we all know that this General Election before us now will similarly be critical in helping to determine
the future of the United Kingdom – at least for the immediate future. In writing this article I am therefore
seeking to follow Bishop Arthur Hervey by reminding us all of the responsibility we have to pray for our
country and to work with all people for the welfare and the well-being of everyone.
With my prayers and very best wishes,
The Right Revd Peter Hancock
Bishop of Bath and Wells

COLLECTS
AND Sunday
READINGS
8th December Second
of Advent

Isaiah 11.1-10; Romans 15.4-13; Matthew 3.1-12

Collect: Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge and saviour
we may be ready to receive him, who is our Lord and our God.
Post Communion: Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world and will send him again to be our judge:
give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his first coming that, when he comes again, we may be
ready to greet him with joyful love and firm faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

15th December Third Sunday of Advent Isaiah 35.1-10; James 5.7-10; Matthew 11.2-11
Collect: God for whom we watch and wait, you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: give us courage
to speak the truth, to hunger for justice, and to suffer for the cause of right, with Jesus Christ our Lord.
Post Communion: We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of your Spirit that when
your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before his face; who is alive and reigns now and for ever.

Our Pastoral Prayers
To include somebody on this prayer
list please let Liz in the office know by
8am on Thursday, making sure the person you wish to be
included wants their name in print.
Marriage
Couples preparing for marriage
Baptisms:
We pray for all parents and godparents especially
Benjamin who we welcome today
Those in need of our prayers:
Margaret Moyle, Hazel, Betty Montgomery,
Christine Marston, Val & George Crawford, Maureen & Ian
Thompson, Gloria and Ken Vivash, Pete, Brenda, Olive
For those who have died:
We pray for those who have recently died and their loved
ones who grieve their loss.
Those whose anniversary falls this week:
Noel Furze, Sandra Pescaglini

The December Worship
rota is on the notice
board in Church
Please sign up for the
extra services over
Christmas

MINCE PIES
Many thanks for all your generous donations
of mince pies. We now have enough for our
carol service.

PARISH SURVEY
We need to gather views and opinions as we
prepare to advertise for our new vicar.
Please do complete an anonymous survey!
Paper copies are available from the back of St
John’s and can be returned in the box here too.
It is important we hear from our community and
our church members so please do try and get
your friends/family/neighbours/groups to
complete it.
The survey is also available online at this link
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/9Q39LX9
or scan the QR Code below with your smartphone
camera and it will take you directly there.

PLEASE REMEMBER OUR MORNING
SERVICE NEXT WEEK IS AT 11AM.
OUR CAROL SERVICE IS AT 5PM

Who’s Who at St John’s:
Vicar: Vacant
Curate: Rev’d Dan Crouch
Churchwarden: Chris Perry

325194
783753

CALENDAR
DECEMBER
Sun 8th

Second Sunday of Advent 8am Communion 9.30am Family Communion
11am Christmas Choir rehearsal
th
Tues 10
10am
Toddlers in church hall
7.30pm
Christmas choir rehearsal
th
Wed 11
9.30am
Said Communion & 10.00am Foodbank Listening Place in church hall
th
Thurs 12
10.30am
Little Angels in church hall
th
Sat 14
8.30am
Men’s Breakfast
Sun 15th Third Sunday of Advent 11am Communion 5pm Carol Service
Tues 17th
10am
NO Toddlers in church hall (Christmas break)
th
Wed 18
9.30am
Said Communion & 10.00am Foodbank Listening Place in church hall
Thurs 19th 10.30am
NO Little Angels in church hall (Christmas break)
Sun 22nd Fourth Sunday of Advent 8am Communion 9.30am Communion
Tues 24th
4pm
Crib Service
11.30pm
Midnight Mass
th
Wed 25
10am
Christmas Morning Family Service
Sun 29th
Tues 31st

First Sunday of Christmas 10am Team Service West Huntspill Church
10am
NO Toddlers in church hall (Christmas break)

JANUARY
Wed 1st
Thurs 2nd

9.30am
10.30am

Sun 5th
Tues 7th
Wed 8th
Thurs 9th

Second Sunday of Christmas 8am Communion 9.30am Communion
10am
Toddlers in church hall
9.30am
Said Communion & 10.00am Foodbank Listening Place in church hall
10.30am
Little Angels in church hall

NO Said Communion & 10.00am Foodbank Listening Place in church hall
NO Little Angels in church hall (Christmas break)

To submit an article for the Signpost Weekly please e-mail:
stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com or leave a message on 01278 780633 by 8am on
Thursday
Parish office opening hours
Wednesday 9.30am – 2.30pm, Thursday 12 noon – 2.30pm, Friday 9.30am – 12.30pm
Term time only
Please ring in advance

