Dear Friends,
We certainly find ourselves in challenging times! The suspension of public worship is
unprecedented and recognises the magnitude of the circumstances we find ourselves in
today. We need to take seriously the request to distance ourselves socially, but that does not
mean we need to be socially isolated. The church building itself is open from around 9am
until 4pm every day. We are in the process of developing a contact tree so that every
member of the church community will be called and invited to keep in touch. We have
developed a booklet of ideas for praying at home; a booklet of prayer and worship for those
who need to isolate and a list of possible mobile phone apps and websites that you may find
useful for worship at home. These will all be distributed electronically for those of you
receiving Signpost by email; for others we hope to have these delivered to you as soon as we
can. Our Friday Stations of the Cross prayers will continue at 5.30pm, but we will pray in our
own spaces rather than gathering in the church building. In future weeks we will explore the
possibility of live-streaming worship, but we need a little more time to establish the
practicalities. On Sunday, Rev Dan will share a ‘thought’ for Mothering Sunday which will be
posted on our Facebook page; sent by email and also on our website. Remember at this
difficult time you are deeply and dearly loved by God and his church in Highbridge. Rev Dan
Rev Dan

From the Bishops of Bath and Wells and Taunton

Bishop Peter and Bishop Ruth are asking for prayers to be said during the outbreak of
the new coronavirus, for those affected by it in any way. Bishop Peter said:
“This is a time of great anxiety for many. We hope and pray that people’s fears won’t be
realised. In prayer, we give our anxieties and our hopes to God, as we think of those
affected by the virus and those treating them.”

Lord God, carer of all people, creator, sustainer and healer;
We pray for all who have contracted Covid-19. Be with them and their loved ones and bring
healing to their bodies.
We pray for all medical staff and emergency services as they look after the physical health,
worries and concerns of their patients, especially the vulnerable and particularly those who have
reduced contact with the outside world. Let us be good neighbours, looking out and after each
other.
We remember the work of scientists, discovering and testing vaccines for this disease, and we pray
for all of us, caught up in our everyday lives with the effects of these outbreaks.
Bless your world Lord, and help us to be blessings to one another, in Jesus name. Amen

COLLECTS AND READINGS
22nd March Mothering Sunday Exodus 2.1-10; 2 Corinthians 1.3-7; Luke 2.33-35
Collect: God of love, passionate and strong, tender and careful: watch over us and hold us all the days of our life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Post Communion: Loving God, as a mother feeds her children at the breast you feed us in this sacrament with the
food and drink of eternal life: help us who have tasted your goodness to grow in grace within the household of faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

29th March Fifth Sunday of Lent Ezekiel 37.1-14; Romans 8.6-11; John 11.1-45
Collect: Gracious Father, you gave up your Son out of love for the world: lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion,
that we may know eternal peace through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Post Communion: Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters we
do also for you: give us the will to be the servant of others as you were the servant of all, and gave up your life and died
for us, but are alive and reign, now and for ever.

Our Pastoral Prayers
To include somebody on this prayer
list please let Liz in the office know by
8am on Thursday, making sure the person you wish to be
included wants their name in print.
Marriage
Couples preparing for marriage and those recently married,
also for those who have had to make the difficult decision to
postpone their special day due to current circumstances.
Baptisms:
We pray for all parents and godparents, especially for Finley
and Aisla whose baptisms have been postponed.
Those in need of our prayers:
Margaret Moyle, Hazel, Christine Marston, Val & George
Crawford, Maureen & Ian Thompson, Gloria and Ken Vivash,
Pete, Brenda, Olive, Victoria Yasenko
For those who have died:
We pray for those who have recently died and their loved
ones who grieve their loss.
Those whose anniversary falls this week:
Paul Chapman, Mary Wills, David Ball,
Derek Dingley, Elsie Nash

It is with great reluctance and regret that Liz and Shirley have come to the decision that they can no
longer continue with Little Angels. If you feel able to take on this responsibility then please do speak
to Liz, Shirley or Rev Dan. Unfortunately, the final meeting had to be postponed but we are hoping to
be able to get Little Angels past and present together in the summer.

Everyday Questions
Here are another seven questions from the
Bishop’s Lent Challenge resource that you
could use to generate conversation this Lent.
1. Is it possible to live in a world without
plastic?
2. Does God ever lie?
3. Who would you give your last sweet to and
why?
4. If you could live anywhere in the world,
where would you live and why?
5. Should all bad people be punished?
6.Do you think prayer works and why?
7. Is war ever justified?

St.John’s Church

Easter Fair
Saturday 4th April
10am -12 noon
in the Church Hall
The Bishop of Bath and Wells has produced a
ruling allowing PCC’s to delay their Annual
Parochial Church Meeting (APCM). These now
need to be conducted by 31st October 2020.
Therefore, our meeting on 21st April is
postponed. We will advise you of a new
autumn date as soon as we are able.

CALENDAR

Who’s Who at St John’s:
Vicar: Vacant
Curate: Rev’d Dan Crouch
Churchwarden: Chris Perry

325194
783753

At present ALL services and use of the hall has been cancelled until further notice
apart from the foodbank which will still be operating from the hall on a Wednesday morning

MARCH
Sun 22nd

Mothering Sunday NO SERVCIES

Wed 25th

10.00am Foodbank Listening Place in church hall

Sun 29th

Fifth Sunday of Lent NO SERVICES

APRIL
Wed 1st

10.00am Foodbank Listening Place in church hall

Sun 5th

Palm Sunday NO SERVICES

Wed 8th

10.00am Foodbank Listening Place in church hall

Sun 12th

Easter Day NO SERVICES
COVID-19 PRAYER

Loving God,
We pray for all those who are suffering because of the coronavirus, may they know your healing power.
When we are afraid for ourselves and our loved ones, give us your strength and courage.
When we feel alone and isolated, reassure us with a sense of your presence.
Give wisdom to those in authority and may our community work together for the good of all.
We give thanks for those who care for others and ask you to bless them in all they do.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, healer and physician.
Amen

To submit an article for the Signpost Weekly please e-mail:
stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com by 8am on Thursday
IN LIGHT OF THE GOVERNMENT DIRECTIVE CONCERNING SOCIAL DISTANCING LIZ WILL BE
WORKING FROM HOME.
Please email stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com or ring Rev Dan on 01278 325194

