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May 2020 

 

Dear friends, 

I have decided to write to you shortly after our Prime Minister Boris Johnson informed us of our 

government’s plans for how we might begin to emerge from lockdown. For the last six weeks or 

more we have been following the advice to stay at home, protect the NHS and save lives. Alongside 

this many people, both close at home and across the world, are ill; and many – including members of 

our own church community – are risking their health and safety to provide care for those who are 

sick. We are also aware that COVID-19 is leaving in its wake a growing death toll worldwide, 

including some near and dear to us here in Highbridge. 

As a church, we have tried our best to offer pastoral care and resources for worship and prayer in the 

last few weeks. I dearly  hope the worship resources we’ve offered have helped you find the spaces 

you’ve needed to be with God, with our friends and neighbours on our hearts, facing with honesty 

and love our shared experiences of anxiety and fear, grief and disappointment, longing and hope. 

 

The diocese of Bath and Wells is working alongside the Church of England and the recent national 

guidance to consider a process for how we may be able to re-enter our church buildings. This is very 

early in the planning, but there are currently three potential phases; 

 

Phase 1 - limited access to church buildings for activities such as recording or streaming of services 

or private prayer by an Incumbent or an appointed person in their own parish, so long as the 

necessary hygiene and physical distancing precautions are taken. 

Phase 2 – Limited access for some rites and ceremonies when allowed by law, observing 

appropriate physical distancing and hygiene precautions. 

Phase 3 - Worship services with limited congregations meeting, when Government restrictions 

are eased to allow this. 

 

I have not put timings on these phases as we simply do not know, though they link loosely with the 

phases outline by the PM. It is important to remember that this may not be a linear process. It 

depends hugely on the virus and scientific guidance. With that in mind, I am writing this letter to 

assure you of our solidarity together as a church community here, even when we’re apart – but also 

to let you know several important things about the next little while. 

 

http://www.stjohnshighbridge.org.uk/
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1. ‘Prayers for use during the coronavirus outbreak.’  

 

Enclosed with this letter - sent to all on our electoral roll - is this prayer booklet. I dearly hope that 

you find this booklet of use as you continue to seek a rhythm of worship that is sustaining for you 

and your family. N.B. We already use material from this booklet in our morning and night 

prayer. 

 

2. Vacancy 

 

I am sure many of you will be wondering what is happening with the recruitment of a new 

incumbent. It will probably come as little surprise to know that all recruitment across the diocese 

(and much of the Church of England) is on hold. As we emerge from lockdown, the process for 

recommencing recruitment will be made clear to us through our Archdeacon (The Venerable Anne 

Gell) and the Area Dean (Reverend Richard Neill). It is inevitable that we will face a (hopefully small) 

extension to our period of vacancy. 

 

3. Communicating with each other 

 

We have discovered a few ways of communicating with each other as a church community. Between 

myself, Rev Lynne, Chris, Ian and Olga, Shirley and Jenny we are trying to make sure every member 

of the congregation has a regular phone call, to ‘check in’, have a chat, and say prayers together if 

people want to. I am hugely indebted to those mentioned above for sharing this responsibility. 

 

Rev Dan (01278 325194) or Rev Lynne and Chris (01278 783753) are also available by phone if you 

want a chat, want someone to pray for you, or need us to arrange any kind of help or support. 

 

We will continue to deliver Signpost via our email list each week and by post to those not online 

every fortnight. Rev Dan will also continue to ensure a weekly talk is recorded which will be 

uploaded to our Facebook page and distributed via our email contact list each Sunday.  

 

We are also live streaming a short (ten minute) act of prayer at: 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnshighbridge/ 

 

Evening Prayer – 9pm on Tuesday and Thursday 

Morning Prayer – 9am on Wednesday and Friday 

 

The Bishop of Bath and Wells and the Bishop of Taunton are live streaming a service of holy 

communion each Wednesday at 10.30am on the diocesan Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/bathandwells/ or for those not on Facebook on the Diocesan website 

https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/ 

 

The Diocese of Bath and Wells has also established a listening chaplaincy phoneline and the Church 

of England has established Daily Hope, offering music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship 

services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone. The details for these are below: 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnshighbridge/
https://www.facebook.com/bathandwells/
https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/
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4. Communion 

 

One of the things most of us are missing sharply at the moment is the chance to share communion 

together – the very tangible expression of our shared life as a church community, and of our 

participation in the life of God. You might be aware that churches have responded in very different 

ways to this sense of loss: some have broadcast a service from the minister’s home where s/he alone 

has received communion, others have invited people to break their own bread at the other end of a 

computer screen, while others have even delivered individual consecrated wafers to people’s doors! 

 

Rev Dan has opted for a different approach, and in doing so wishes to underline three elements. The 

importance of community within communion (i.e. that it’s something that only makes sense when 

we celebrate together – and isn’t just something a minister can do ‘for’ us on their own), of 

inclusivity (i.e. it’s not ‘communion’ if the people who are online can participate, and those who are 

not online can’t), and of physicality (i.e. there is genuinely something lost about being ‘the body of 

Christ’ if we’re not able to be together physically – even when we receive communion at home we 

share elements consecrated at the church during a service and join with that physicality).  

 

After careful consideration, we have decided, for the moment, to share in fasting from corporate Holy 

Communion, until we’re once again able to celebrate it, all together, in person. In hungering for 

communion, we, in a sense, place ourselves in solidarity with our countless neighbours who long to 

an end to hunger, to suffering, to isolation, to grief.  Rev Dan, alongside the PCC, will review this 

decision if the current circumstances appear likely to last much beyond the end of June.  If you have 

any reflections or creative suggestions yourself, we would love to hear them. 

 

5. Annual Church Meetings 

 

We had to postpone our Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM). We now need to conduct this 

important meeting by 31st October 2020. Hopefully, this means we should be able to hold this 

meeting once we are able to gather together again. More than ever, our APCM will be an important 

opportunity to reflect on the past year, and to set our course for the year ahead – and who knows, we 

may even have a new incumbent in place! 

 

6. ‘Back to Church’ Sunday 

 

Rev Dan has already begun to think about what a ‘Back to Church’ Sunday might look like. It will 

certainly include bringing our new Easter candle into church for the first time and lighting it from 

some of the many candles we’ve been burning in our own homes as we’ve prayed over these past 
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weeks. Of course, we still have no real idea how long we are likely to be unable to gather together, so 

it is hard to make specific plans/formulate definite ideas, but we must begin thinking and reflecting. 

 

7. Finances 

 

Although we’re not able to gather together at the moment, the work of the church both locally and 

wider continues – and so do the various church structures that support our mission and ministry. In 

Bath and Wells diocese, some central staff have been furloughed to help with costs, and some of 

these adjustments may need to become permanent. Please do keep giving, if at all possible. If you 

normally give by envelopes or cash in the collection plate, please do try and set aside that money 

each week while we’re apart. If you’re able to give through online banking, please do consider setting 

that up now if you haven’t already as it will hugely assist our ongoing financial planning. 

 

Please contact our parish treasurer, Ian Chedzey -  ianchedzey@gmail.com or 01278 785367 for the 

parish bank details if you would like to give to the church by standing order. 

 

8. And finally… 

 

In a conversations over the last few weeks one parishioner commented ‘you’re certainly having a 

memorable curacy’ while a colleague said ‘let’s face it, you’re probably having the weirdest curacy since 

curates at the time of the plague.’  With that in mind, I really cannot imagine a better place to be a 

curate while experiencing such a steep learning curve! I can’t wait for the time when we can gather 

together again, for hugs and laughter, songs and food, worship and communion, to visit some of you 

in your homes and so much more! But in the meantime, please know that I’m holding you all in love 

and prayer, just as I know you are for me, Sarah and the girls. It’s a privilege to serve such a 

wonderful church community. 

 

In the midst of all we are facing, I want to encourage you to take some time to reflect on these four 

questions: 

 

• What am I noticing, discovering, about myself? 

• What am I noticing, discovering, about my faith – and about God? 

• What am I noticing, discovering, about church? 

• What, from this time, might we want to continue, and to build on? 

 

And in it all, we continue to cling tightly to the truth, as St Paul reminds us, that nothing can separate 

us from the love of God, in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

With every blessing to you and those you love and pray for, 

 

Dan 

 

Reverend Dan Crouch – Curate, St John’s, Highbridge 

mailto:ianchedzey@gmail.com

