Dear Friends,
May I offer huge and sincere thanks to Rev Lynne who offered some thoughts in this space
last week and took on the responsibility for leading our online prayers, and to Neil
Biddiscombe who continued our teaching series from the book of Romans, so that I could
have something of a rest. Rest is so important, particularly at this unusual time, but it is hard
to find. Some of the activities we might otherwise have engaged with to relax remain
unavailable to us. Those that have returned look and feel different. We are having to relearn
how things work. Throw into the mix the fear of something that we cannot see, feel, smell or
touch, and the loss that many of us have experienced, or know others have experienced,
and it is unsurprising that many of us are feeling stretched and challenged. Last week I was
reminded of Jesus’ words in Matthew’s gospel, which I love in the Message paraphrase –
‘Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll
recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me—
watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace.” True rest can be found in, with and
through Jesus, by his unforced rhythms of grace. They are available to us all.
Rev Dan

Building a sustainable and hopeful future
One impact of the Coronavirus pandemic is there is now a lot of talk about the need to change and to reimagine society, in order to build a sustainable and hopeful future. This is to be welcomed. However,
change is something that we always have to live with. The Greek philosopher, Heraclitus, writing some 500
years before Christ, was a great proponent of this. He is known for saying: ‘There is nothing permanent
except change’ and that you cannot step into the same river twice. By this he meant that just as the river
flows so that you cannot touch the same water twice, so no two situations are exactly the same and that
the world is constantly changing.
We live in a time of extraordinary change. Self-driving transport is now practical, not just for cars, but also
perhaps more alarmingly for ships and aircraft. Artificial Intelligence is opening amazing new possibilities
and medicine is advancing rapidly as the decoding of the human genome increases our understanding of
many diseases. At the same time our world groans under the weight of lifestyles and exploitation of
resources which are not sustainable. I am writing this on World Environment Day and it is becoming
increasingly clear that we need to change the way we live before we wreck even more havoc on the world
which God has given us to steward and care for.
But in looking for change we need perhaps to look in rather than out. I remember once reading someone
saying: ‘You can’t change what is going on around you, until you start changing what’s going on within you’.
Or as Tolstoy put it: ‘Everyone thinks of changing the world. But no one thinks of changing themself.’ It is
sometimes said that if ‘we change the way we look at things, the things we look at change.’ There may be
some truth in that and perhaps we need to use this time of lockdown to continue to reflect on what it
means to look at the world through God’s eyes and to live faithfully in God’s world so that we all play our
part in building a sustainable and hopeful future.
Every blessing
Bishop Peter

COLLECTS AND READINGS
12th July 5th Sunday after Trinity Genesis 25.19-end; Romans 8.1-11; Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23
Collect: Almighty God, send down upon your Church the riches of your Spirit, and kindle in all who minister the gospel
your countless gifts of grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Post Communion: Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, that the course of this world may be so peaceably ordered by your
governance, that your Church may joyfully serve you in all godly quietness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

19th July 6th Sunday after Trinity Genesis 28.10-19a; Romans 8.12-25; Matthew 13.24-30,36-43
Collect: Almighty God, send down upon your Church the riches of your Spirit, and kindle in all who minister the gospel
your countless gifts of grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Post Communion: Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, that the course of this world may be so peaceably ordered by your
governance, that your Church may joyfully serve you in all godly quietness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Our Pastoral Prayers
To include somebody on this prayer
list please let Liz in the office know by
8am on Thursday, making sure the person
you wish to be included wants their name in print.
Marriage
Couples preparing for marriage and those recently married,
also for those who have had to postpone their special day
due to current circumstances.
Baptisms:
We pray for all parents and godparents.
Those in need of our prayers:
Margaret Moyle, Hazel, Christine Marston, Val & George
Crawford, Maureen & Ian Thompson, Pete, Brenda, Olive,
Victoria Yasenko
For those who have died:
We pray for those who have recently died and their loved
ones who grieve their loss.
Sheila Foster
Those whose anniversary falls this week:
Michael Warner, William (Billy) Conibeer,
Dorothy (Dot) Denman, Elizabeth (Mary) Draper

Who’s Who at St John’s:
Vicar: Vacant
Curate: Rev’d Dan Crouch
Churchwarden: Chris Perry

325194
783753

Every Wednesday at 10.30am Bishop Peter or Bishop Ruth will be live streaming a mid-week Eucharist
service via the diocese Facebook page. It will also be available on the homepage of the diocese website for
those that don’t have Facebook.
www.bathandwells.org.uk

www.facebook.com/bathandwells

The Diocese of Bath and Wells has also established a listening chaplaincy phoneline, while The Church of
England centrally has established Daily Hope, offering music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship
services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line. The details for these are below:

Vacancy Update
There has been some interest shown in the vacancy
for Vicar of Highbridge.
The diocese is in the process of working out a way to
allow interviews to take place safely while adhering
to social distancing and keeping everyone safe and
well.
We will keep you updated when we have more
information from the diocese.
To submit an article for the Signpost Weekly please
e-mail:
stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com by 8am on
Thursday
IN LIGHT OF THE GOVERNMENT DIRECTIVE
CONCERNING SOCIAL DISTANCING LIZ WILL BE
WORKING FROM HOME.
Please email stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com or
ring Rev Dan on 01278 325194

If you need any practical help or assistance
during the Coronavirus pandemic there is a
designated helpline and email address available.
01278 787852
burnhamandhighbridge@gmail.com

Calling all knitters
It’s time to get those knitting needles out again as the
pattern for this year’s Christmas knitted gift is now
available.
If you or anyone you know would like to knit for us and
would like the pattern please email the parish office

stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com

A message from Joan and Tony
Webb

Jam Jars

To all friends at St. John’s
Thank you to you all for your prayers, help and
support over the past months especially since my
accident and during this dreadful plague.
Very slow physical recovery but I will get there!!
Love and prayers and thanks
Joan and Tony Webb

Pat has been really busy making lots of different
Jams ready for when we can all start our ‘new
normal’ at church but she has run out of Jam Jars.
If you have any or can start saving them please that
would be great.
They can be taken to church on Thursdays 10am –
12 noon or Sundays 2pm -4pm or email the parish
office on stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com and I
will arrange for them to be collected.

As a church we welcome the news that from
Saturday July 4th places of worship will be able
to reopen for services for a limited and
managed number of people while observing
social distancing.
We have already been planning and thinking
about this time, and we are in no rush to get
back into the building. It will not be possible to
return to the way things were before the
pandemic (which, may I add, is ongoing). We
need to take our time, and take great care, in
our decision-making. When we do reopen it is
likely that worship will look and feel very
different to our experience prior to the
pandemic.
What we can say with certainty at this stage is
that we will not be holding a service on
Sunday July 5th.
We also want to ensure we continue to place
our love for God, our love for ourselves, and
our love for each other at the heart of all our
decisions - and that may mean that we delay
reopening for Sunday worship until it is safe
and possible for more of our church family to
gather together.
The PCC and Rev Dan will work together in the
coming days and weeks to determine a plan for
moving forward. When we are able, we will
share this plan with you.
Rev Dan

