
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I’m tired!  I don’t know about you?  And yet I am getting up later and going to bed earlier than I was 

accustomed to before the pandemic struck.  I’m travelling less, indeed I still have an almost full tank of 

petrol and have had to call out the AA three times because the battery has died!  I’m at home principally, 

but my working day has got fuller and more demanding as time has gone on. 

So, I’m planning a holiday!  A retreat and some study leave.  Having been ordained 24 years I have yet to 

have a period of sabbatical and I’m looking forward to it!  It is not going to take the form I would have 

planned.  There will not be the opportunity of a trip overseas or a residential conference to attend, but 

there will be plenty of time for family, rest, reading and reflection. 

What about you?  I know some of you might be feeling that our children have had one big holiday at home 

since lockdown but I can assure you that they, their parents and their teachers have all been working hard 

to ensure that learning can continue even though the normal patterns have been disturbed.  Whether we 

have been working from home, furloughed or feeling alone in isolation, each of us will I expect have 

experienced something of the sense of weariness that heightened anxiety, change of routine and uncertain 

expectation brings. 

So I want to encourage you to take some time off.  There’s a fabulous little children’s story called, Jesus’ Day 

Off, which you might like to read as an example of the need for even the Creator to re-create.  The example 

of Sabbath rest which our Creator God offers us in the opening chapters of the Bible, speak to us of the 

need for taking time to put down the tools of work and take space to reflect and rest.   

We have spent the past few months in lockdown in order to keep ourselves physically healthy.  Let’s make 

sure that in these next few months we attend as much to our spiritual and emotional health, by discovering 

sabbath rest! 

With every blessing 
Bishop Ruth 

 

Dear Friends,                       

This is the last Signpost until September. Liz and I have kept this going over the last four 

months despite the fact we have not been meeting together in the church building, partly in 

order to help us continue to feel connected, and we hope it has. As we enter the holiday 

period it seems appropriate and important, as Bishop Ruth reminds us below, to have our 

usual rest. At a time when our lives are far from ‘normal’ (whatever that is now) taking time to 

reflect and rest, to practice sabbath and attend to our spiritual and emotional health is 

important. Bishop Ruth says so!! In all seriousness, please do try to take some time in the 

coming weeks to look after yourselves and your families if you can. While Signpost has a break, 

the work itself does not. In mid-August, representatives from the parish will be interviewing 

two applicants for the role of vicar here in Highbridge. Who knows, by September, we may 

have some news of an appointment! In the absence of the weekly Signpost we will still do our 

best to keep you informed of any changes in our circumstances, particularly if we move to 

meeting in the church building for public worship, but please, if you do at any time feel 

disconnected get in touch – 01278 325194 or revdancrouch@gmail.com    

 Rev Dan                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Time for a rest 

mailto:revdancrouch@gmail.com


19th July   6th Sunday after Trinity     Genesis 28.10-19a; Romans 8.12-25; Matthew 13.24-30,36-43 
Collect: Almighty God, send down upon your Church the riches of your Spirit, and kindle in all who minister the gospel 
your countless gifts of grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Post Communion: Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, that the course of this world may be so peaceably ordered by your 
governance, that your Church may joyfully serve you in all godly quietness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

26th July   7th Sunday after Trinity     Genesis 29.15-28; Romans 8.26-end; Matthew 13.31-33,44-52 
Collect: Generous God, you give us gifts and make them grow: though our faith is small as mustard seed, make it grow 
to your glory and the flourishing of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Post Communion: Lord God, whose Son is the true vine and the source of life, ever giving himself that the world may 
live: may we so receive within ourselves the power of his death and passion that, in his saving cup, we may share his 
glory and be made perfect in his love; for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
 
Please note the readings and collects for August are on a separate sheet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Our Pastoral Prayers 

 
To include somebody on this prayer 
list please let Liz in the office know by  
8am on Thursday, making sure the person  
you wish to be included wants their name in print. 
 
Marriage 
Couples preparing for marriage and those recently married, 
also for those who have had to postpone their special day 
due to current circumstances. 
 
Baptisms:  
We pray for all parents and godparents. 
 
Those in need of our prayers:  
Margaret Moyle, Hazel, Christine Marston, Val & George 
Crawford, Maureen & Ian Thompson, Pete, Brenda, Olive, 
Victoria Yasenko 
 
For those who have died:                                                        
We pray for those who have recently died and their loved 
ones who grieve their loss. 
Sheila Foster 
 
Those whose anniversary falls this week: 
Michael Smith 
w/c 26th July – Margaret Dicks, Noreen Nicholson 
w/c 2nd August – Ken Preston, Tony Dredge 
w/c 9th August – Brian Saunders 
w/c 16th August – Ruth Prince, Francis Mills, Christine Oatway 
w/c 23rd August – Patricia Bennett 
w/c 30th August – Thelma Moore, Melvyn Hodge, Angelina 
Leyshon 

 
 

 

COLLECTS AND READINGS  
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OFFICE CLOSURE 

From the week commencing 20th July the 
parish office will be closed due to the 
office opening hours being term time. 

You can still email the office as these will 
be checked regularly 

stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com 

Or contact Rev Dan on 01278 325194 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who’s Who at St John’s: 
Vicar: Vacant 
Curate: Rev’d Dan Crouch       325194 
Churchwarden: Chris Perry     783753 

 

If you need any practical help or assistance 

during the Coronavirus pandemic there is a 

designated helpline and email address available. 

01278 787852 

          burnhamandhighbridge@gmail.com  

Every Wednesday at 10.30am Bishop Peter or Bishop Ruth will be live streaming a mid-week Eucharist 

service via the diocese Facebook page. It will also be available on the homepage of the diocese website for 

those that don’t have Facebook. 

www.bathandwells.org.uk                  www.facebook.com/bathandwells 

The Diocese of Bath and Wells has also established a listening chaplaincy phoneline, while The Church of 

England centrally has established Daily Hope, offering music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship 

services from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line. The details for these are below: 

 

Vacancy Update 

Two applications have been received for the 

vacant position of vicar of Highbridge. 

 

A way of carrying out the interviews safely while 

adhering to social distancing and keeping 

everyone safe and well has been developed by 

the diocese. 

The interviews are to take place on the 18th 
August. 

 
Please pray for all those involved in the process. 

 

 

 

Calling all knitters 

It’s time to get those knitting needles out again as the 
pattern for this year’s Christmas knitted gift is now 

available. 
If you or anyone you know would like to knit for us and 

would like the pattern please email the parish office 

stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com 
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Dear Friends, 

 

Many of you are probably wondering whether the 
PCC and Rev Dan have been able to reach any 
conclusions in terms of reopening St John’s church 
building for public worship. 

 
Having considered the various guidance and risk 
assessment documents produced by the 
government and the Church of England, alongside 
our specific circumstances as a church and 
community the PCC has decided that we are not yet 
able to resume public worship in the church 
building. 
 
This decision will be reviewed again by the PCC at 
the beginning of August. Our online services and 
talks will remain in place. 
 
We are aware that for some people, this decision 
will cause pain and frustration, as you would dearly 
love to be back in the building, while for others it 
may still be some time before you are ready to 
return. 

 
There are few certainties at this time, but what we 
do know is that it will not be possible to return to 
the way things were before. Like many of our 
activities alongside others, corporate worship in the 
physical presence of others will look and feel very 
different to our experience prior to the pandemic. 

 
As a PCC we always want to ensure we continue to 
place our love for God, our love for ourselves, and 
our love for each other at the heart of all our 
decisions. Caring for our congregation, our church 
family, and our community is, as it always has been, 
our priority. 

 
In the meantime we will continue to work on all 
that needs to be done in order to make our return 
to the church building - when that time arrives - as 
safe as possible. 
 
We will keep you updated as and when we have 
further information to share. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Rev Dan and the PCC of St John’s Church, 
Highbridge 

 

           Jam Jars 

 
Pat has been really busy making lots of different Jams 

ready for when we can all start our ‘new normal’ at church 

but she has run out of Jam Jars. 
If you have any or can start saving them please that would 

be great. 

They can be taken to church on Thursdays 10am – 12 noon 

or Sundays 2pm -4pm or email the parish office on 

stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com and I will arrange for 

them to be collected. 

 

mailto:stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com

