
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was expecting to be on sabbatical as I write this but of course you will all now be aware that 

Bishop Peter is receiving treatment for leukaemia and thus I am back in the diocese. He is as 

cheerful as ever and very much values your care, thoughts, prayers, cards, flowers and so many 

warm messages. Thank you! Please keep praying for him, Jane and the family.  

Coping with the ‘unexpected’, whether it is news about health, the pandemic or a personal 

diagnosis like +Peter’s; or a change of plan such as my sabbatical, can set us in a spin. We don’t 

always know how to respond. It requires us to adapt, to change, to rethink how we will live. I’m 

reminded of the story of Elijah who felt overwhelmed by the circumstances around him. A national 

drought both from rain and faith left him feeling vulnerable and alone. And although God made 

Himself very evident in the events of Mount Carmel, Elijah still felt under siege and fearful, wanting 

to die rather than face the wrath of Jezebel. And so he ran!  

And in the book of Kings we find God meets with him. First of all bringing him refreshment of body 

and mind through sleep and food. And then, when his well-being is restored, he discovers the voice 

of God, not in the strength of storm or wind but in a ‘still small voice’.  

I wonder where and how you might hear the voice of God? Across the diocese we are entering into 

a listening project to hear what God might be saying to us, in and through the strange times in 

which we now live. We welcome your thoughts so please do share them with us. 

Praying God’s blessing on us all  

Bishop Ruth 

 

Dear Friends,  

Next week we will be celebrating Harvest and holding our Annual Parochial Church 

Meeting (APCM). Alongside our weekly Signpost this week there is a special APCM 

version for your consideration. As a church we are entering a fascinating time, with the 

arrival of Rev Martin to look forward to in January and as we continue to discover how 

to be the church during a pandemic. The APCM is an opportunity to look back on the 

year 2019, which probably seems like a lifetime ago, and to be thankful if we can. The 

theme of gratitude is why we have decided to combine our APCM with our Harvest 

service. ‘Come ye thankful people come!’ indeed! (even if we cannot sing it!). We 

currently have six vacancies on our PCC (which is a considerable number) and at least 

one for Deanery Synod. Perhaps you have been on the PCC or Deanery Synod before and 

thought that your time serving in this way was over. Perhaps you have never been 

involved before. Whatever your position, I would like to invite each one of us to 

prayerfully consider if God might be nudging us to be a part of shaping the future of St 

John’s as together we seek to serve the community of Highbridge.                        Rev Dan                                                                 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

A time to listen 



11th October   18th Sunday after Trinity     Exodus 32.1-14; Philippians 4.1-9; Matthew 22.1-14 
Collect: God, our judge and saviour, teach us to be open to your truth and to trust in your love, that we may live each 
day with confidence in the salvation which is given through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Post Communion: We praise and thank you, O Christ, for this sacred feast: for here we receive you, here the memory 
of your passion is renewed, here our minds are filled with grace, and here a pledge of future glory is given, when we 
shall feast at that table where you reign with all your saints for ever. 
 

18th October   Harvest       Deuteronomy 8.7–18; 2 Corinthians 9.6–15; Luke 12.16–30 
Collect: Eternal God, you crown the year with your goodness, and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season: 
grant that we may use them to your glory, for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord. 
Post Communion: Lord of the harvest, with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation 
and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom: by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you 
give us and make us generous and wise stewards of the good things we enjoy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Our Pastoral Prayers 

 
To include somebody on this prayer 
list please let Liz in the office know by  
8am on Friday, making sure the person  
you wish to be included wants their name in print. 
 
Marriage 
Couples preparing for marriage and those recently 
married, also for those who have had to postpone their 
special day due to current circumstances. 
 
Baptisms:  
We pray for all parents and godparents, including those 
who have had to postpone their service due to current 
circumstances. 
 
Those in need of our prayers:  
Margaret Moyle, Hazel, Christine Marston, Val & George 
Crawford, Maureen & Ian Thompson, Pete, Brenda, Olive, 
Victoria Yasenko, Bishop Peter Hancock, Gordon Wilson, 
Paul Hampson 
 
For those who have died:                                                        
We pray for those who have recently died and their loved 
ones who grieve their loss. 
Brian Hill, Clarence Hand 
 
Those whose anniversary falls this week: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLECTS AND READINGS 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who’s Who at St John’s: 
Vicar: Vacant 
Curate: Rev’d Dan Crouch       325194 
Churchwarden: Chris Perry     783753 
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OFFICE OPENING 

Wednesday 9.30am – 2.45pm 
Friday 9.30am -2.45pm 

Term time only 
 

To submit an article for the signpost weekly 
please email: 

stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com by 8am on 
Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you need any practical help or assistance 

during the Coronavirus pandemic there is a 

designated helpline and email address available. 

01278 787852 

          burnhamandhighbridge@gmail.com  

APCM 

The Annual Parochial Church meeting will be 

held at 10.30am (after the 9.30am service) on 

Sunday 18th October 2020. 

 

All are invited to this particularly important 

meeting which will of course be very different 

this year.  

 

Please see the additional APCM Signpost for 

further information and details about 

vacancies and opportunities to serve. 

Calling all knitters 

It’s time to get those knitting needles out again as the 
pattern for this year’s Christmas knitted gift is now 

available. 
If you or anyone you know would like to knit for us and 

would like the pattern please email the parish office 

stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com 

Worship has now resumed here at St. John’s. 

Every Sunday at 9.30am 

Please enter through the south door, hand 

sanitiser is available at the door and we please 

ask you to wear a mask unless exempt. 

 

The 8am service has returned and will initially 

be held twice each month. Chairs will be used 

at the front which can be removed and 

quarantined before the 9.30 service. Please 

see the calendar for when the 8am service will 

be held. 

Lamentation to Hope 
The service to remember all those who have died 

during the Covid pandemic is available to watch on 

the Wells Cathedral website 

(wellscathedral.org.uk) and on the website of the 

Diocese of Bath and Wells (bathandwells.org.uk)  

 

 

Service of Welcome 

The service to welcome Revd Martin Little 

to the Benefice of Highbridge will be held 

on 18th January 2021. 

More details will be available nearer the 

time due to Covid and the restrictions on 

Worship and gatherings. 
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CALENDAR 
 

OCTOBER 

Sun 11th Eighteenth after Trinity     8am Communion     9.30am Communion 
Thurs 15th     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer  
 

Sun 18th  HARVEST     9.30am Communion     10.30am APCM 
Thurs 22nd     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer 
  

Sun 25th Last Sunday after Trinity     8am Communion     9.30am Communion 
Thurs 29th     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer  
 

NOVEMBER 

Sun 1st All Saints Day    9.30am Communion 
Thurs 5th     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer  
 

Sun 8th Third Sunday before Advent    8am Communion     9.30am Communion 
Thurs 12th     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer  
 

Sun 15th Second Sunday before Advent     9.30am Communion 
Thurs 19th     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer 
 

 

HARVEST 2020 at 
St John’s, Highbridge 

 
Sunday 18th October 2020 

 
Please bring non-perishable 
products to be donated to 
Highbridge Area Foodbank.  

They currently require: 
 

Tinned/packet Custard 
Tinned Rice Pudding 
Small jars of coffee 

Cartons of Fruit juice 
Jam 

Tinned spaghetti 
Toilet rolls 

Bars of soap 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You are invited to a service of thanksgiving for 

the work of the NHS in Somerset at Wells 
Cathedral at 3pm on Sunday 18th October. 
Dean John will hold the service at which 

Evensong will be sung by Wells Cathedral Choir. 
So they can prepare well, if you plan to come 

please email the Cathedral 
office (office@wellscathedral.uk.net) by 

Monday, 12th October. 
 

Please note that groups are limited in size to six 
and that face coverings are to be worn in the 

Cathedral, unless a person is exempt. 
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