
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church of England released national statistics this week showing that more than 17,000 online services 
and events are being provided by Church of England churches following the introduction of the lockdown 
and restrictions on public worship earlier this year. 

The Church has also published its annual figures for 2019 showing social action and church attendance until 
December.  The figures show that parishes were already running or supporting 35,000 social action projects 
before the pandemic, serving communities across the country from lunch clubs for older people to parent 
and toddler groups and food banks, a rise of 2,000 from last year. 

More than 4,000 parent/carer toddler groups are run or supported by Church of England churches, while 
more than 5,000 churches run or support lunch clubs, coffee mornings or similar hospitality for older 
people. 

The figures show the extent of church support for people living in poverty with nearly 8,000 food banks run 
or supported by Church of England churches. 

The national data also showed that the number of regular worshippers attending church once a month or so 
decreased to 1.11 million. In Bath and Wells, the number of regular worshippers fell by 400 people from last 
year, to 23,500, a drop of 1.7 per cent. 

Churches across Somerset have responded to the Coronavirus pandemic with a huge increase in both online 

worship and support for those in need. 

 

Bishop Ruth said: “The world has changed and the Church has had to change too.  Our Sunday worship 
online is now reaching more people, including those who could no longer or did not wish to, attend church 
locally.  Now we are back in our buildings we intend to ensure that we don’t overlook them in the 
future.  Being ‘Church’ is much more than gathering in person for a worship service on a Sunday it’s about 
offering our worship to God daily as we serve him in our communities.” 

 

Dear Friends,  

We will soon be entering the season of remembrance, which will inevitably look and feel 

vastly different this year. Sadly, our annual remembrance service on 8 November at 3pm 

must be by invite only as current restrictions mean this would not be safely manageable. 

This will be followed by a small gathering at the war memorial, but once again I need to 

strongly discourage people from attending! These are very strange times. The previous 

week, on Sunday 1 November, we would have held our All Souls’ service and invited those 

who have sadly lost loved ones this year to join us for a service. While this physical 

gathering is not possible, we have thought creatively and have written to everyone and 

sent them a card, bookmark and tealight inviting them to light this at 5pm on Sunday 1 

November. These have also been sent to those who have not been able to return to 

church and are not online. There will be extra cards, bookmarks and tealights available at 

the back of St John’s each Sunday between now and Sunday 1 November, so if you would 

usually request the name or names of loved ones to be remembered, please do take one 

and join us in remembering together, though apart. It is different, but we can, and indeed 

we must, still remember.             Rev Dan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                      Rev Dan                                                                 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Churches response to Coronavirus 



18th October   Harvest       Deuteronomy 8.7–18; 2 Corinthians 9.6–15; Luke 12.16–30 
Collect: Eternal God, you crown the year with your goodness, and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season: 
grant that we may use them to your glory, for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord. 
Post Communion: Lord of the harvest, with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation 
and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom: by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you 
give us and make us generous and wise stewards of the good things we enjoy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

25th October   Last Sunday after Trinity     Deuteronomy 34.1-12; 1 Thessalonians 2.1-8; Matthew 22.34-end 
Collect: Merciful God, teach us to be faithful in change and uncertainty, that trusting in your word and obeying your 
will we may enter the unfailing joy of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Post Communion: God of all grace, your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry with the bread of his life and the word of his 
kingdom: renew your people with your heavenly grace, and in all our weakness sustain us by your true and living bread; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Our Pastoral Prayers 

 
To include somebody on this prayer 
list please let Liz in the office know by  
8am on Friday, making sure the person  
you wish to be included wants their name in print. 
 
Marriage 
Couples preparing for marriage and those recently 
married, also for those who have had to postpone their 
special day due to current circumstances. 
 
Baptisms:  
We pray for all parents and godparents, including those 
who have had to postpone their service due to current 
circumstances. 
 
Those in need of our prayers:  
Margaret Moyle, Hazel, Christine Marston, Val & George 
Crawford, Maureen & Ian Thompson, Pete, Brenda, Olive, 
Victoria Yasenko, Bishop Peter Hancock, Gordon Wilson,  
 
For those who have died:                                                        
We pray for those who have recently died and their loved 
ones who grieve their loss. 
Malcolm Gibson, Paul Hampson, Clarence Hand, Brian Hill 
 
Those whose anniversary falls this week: 
Terry Coulson, Baby Keela Dolan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLECTS AND READINGS 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Who’s Who at St John’s: 

Vicar: Vacant 
Curate: Rev’d Dan Crouch       325194 
Churchwarden: Chris Perry     783753 
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OFFICE OPENING 

Wednesday 9.30am – 2.45pm 
Friday 9.30am -2.45pm 

Term time only 
 

To submit an article for the signpost weekly 
please email: 

stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com by 8am on 
Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who’s Who at St John’s: 
Vicar: Vacant 
Curate: Rev’d Dan Crouch       325194 
Churchwarden: Chris Perry     783753 

 

If you need any practical help or assistance 

during the Coronavirus pandemic there is a 

designated helpline and email address available. 

01278 787852 

          burnhamandhighbridge@gmail.com  

APCM 

The Annual Parochial Church meeting will be 

held at 10.30am (after the 9.30am service) 

today. 

 

All are invited to this particularly important 

meeting which will of course be very different 

this year.  

 

Please see the additional APCM Signpost for 

further information and details about 

vacancies and opportunities to serve. 

Calling all knitters 

It’s time to get those knitting needles out again as the 
pattern for this year’s Christmas knitted gift is now 

available. 
If you or anyone you know would like to knit for us and 

would like the pattern please email the parish office 

stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com 

Worship has now resumed here at St. John’s. 

Every Sunday at 9.30am 

Please enter through the south door, hand 

sanitiser is available at the door and we please 

ask you to wear a mask unless exempt. 

 

The 8am service has returned and will initially 

be held twice each month. Chairs will be used 

at the front which can be removed and 

quarantined before the 9.30 service. Please 

see the calendar for when the 8am service will 

be held. 

Lamentation to Hope 
The service to remember all those who have died 

during the Covid pandemic is available to watch on 

the Wells Cathedral website 

(wellscathedral.org.uk) and on the website of the 

Diocese of Bath and Wells (bathandwells.org.uk)  

 

 

Service of Welcome 

The service to welcome Revd Martin Little 

to the Benefice of Highbridge will be held 

on 18th January 2021. 

More details will be available nearer the 

time due to Covid and the restrictions on 

Worship and gatherings. 
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CALENDAR 
 

OCTOBER 

Sun 18th  HARVEST     9.30am Communion     10.30am APCM 
Thurs 22nd     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer 
  

Sun 25th Last Sunday after Trinity     8am Communion     9.30am Communion 
Thurs 29th     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer  
 

NOVEMBER 

Sun 1st All Saints Day    9.30am Communion 
Thurs 5th     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer  
 

Sun 8th Third Sunday before Advent    8am Communion     9.30am Communion 
Thurs 12th     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer  
 

Sun 15th Second Sunday before Advent     9.30am Communion 
Thurs 19th     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer 
 

Sun 22nd Christ the King    8am Communion      9.30am Communion 
Thurs 26th     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer 
 

 

HARVEST 2020 at 
St John’s, Highbridge 

 
Sunday 18th October 2020 

 
Please bring non-perishable 
products to be donated to 
Highbridge Area Foodbank.  

They currently require: 
 

Tinned/packet Custard 
Tinned Rice Pudding 
Small jars of coffee 

Cartons of Fruit juice 
Jam 

Tinned spaghetti 
Toilet rolls 

Bars of soap 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Unfortunately, due to the ongoing restrictions 
around the coronavirus pandemic, we are 

unable to hold a service in the church at this 
time but you nor your loved one have been 

forgotten. You remain very much in our 
thoughts and prayers. 

Join us in lighting a tealight on Sunday 1st 
November at 5pm at home to remember a 

loved one. 
Tealights and cards are available at the back of 

church 

All Souls 


