
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was expecting to be on sabbatical as I write this but of course you will all now be aware that 

Bishop Peter is receiving treatment for leukaemia and thus I am back in the diocese. He is as 

cheerful as ever and very much values your care, thoughts, prayers, cards, flowers and so many 

warm messages. Thank you! Please keep praying for him, Jane and the family.  

Coping with the ‘unexpected’, whether it is news about health, the pandemic or a personal 

diagnosis like +Peter’s; or a change of plan such as my sabbatical, can set us in a spin. We don’t 

always know how to respond. It requires us to adapt, to change, to rethink how we will live. I’m 

reminded of the story of Elijah who felt overwhelmed by the circumstances around him. A national 

drought both from rain and faith left him feeling vulnerable and alone. And although God made 

Himself very evident in the events of Mount Carmel, Elijah still felt under siege and fearful, wanting 

to die rather than face the wrath of Jezebel. And so he ran!  

And in the book of Kings we find God meets with him. First of all bringing him refreshment of body 

and mind through sleep and food. And then, when his well-being is restored, he discovers the voice 

of God, not in the strength of storm or wind but in a ‘still small voice’.  

I wonder where and how you might hear the voice of God? Across the diocese we are entering into 

a listening project to hear what God might be saying to us, in and through the strange times in 

which we now live. We welcome your thoughts so please do share them with us. 

Praying God’s blessing on us all  

Bishop Ruth 

 

Dear Friends,  

First of all this week can I apologise to everyone who tuned into the Tuesday night 
prayers, that didn’t happen, it was all due to a technical hitch. The hitch being me, as I 
am not exactly technically savvy. However I did locate the problem and overcame it to 
resume normal service. But I am sure you are pleased to discover that a technically 
adept Rev Dan is back at the helm.  
Like most of you I stand at the beginning of this week wondering what lies ahead. 
Another lockdown, a winter of loneliness, more strain on the NHS, something I know a 
bit about as we have a very tired daughter and sister in law who are dreading a 
resurgence of the things they saw this spring. It struck me though that we Christians 
have never had a better opportunity to love our neighbour as in this present time.  
So often people say that they don’t feel they do anything for God. They believe they are 
too old, too infirm or simply too busy. But there will never be a greater opportunity for 
us all exercise the second commandment. There is no age barrier, from five to ninety-
five and beyond we can love, exactly as Jesus thought us, by simply following the 
instructions we have been given regarding the Covid safety plan and not trying to cut 
corners or excuse ourselves out.  
How much better can it get, working with God for the sake of his people.           Rev Lynne 
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A time to listen 



 

4th October   17th Sunday after Trinity     Exodus 20.1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Philippians 3.4b-14; Matthew 21.33-end 
Collect: Gracious God, you call us to fullness of life: deliver us from unbelief and banish our anxieties with the liberating 
love of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Post Communion: Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, and make us continually to be 
given to all good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

11th October   18th Sunday after Trinity     Exodus 32.1-14; Philippians 4.1-9; Matthew 22.1-14 
Collect: God, our judge and saviour, teach us to be open to your truth and to trust in your love, that we may live each 
day with confidence in the salvation which is given through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Post Communion:  
We praise and thank you, O Christ, for this sacred feast: for here we receive you, here the memory of your passion is 
renewed, here our minds are filled with grace, and here a pledge of future glory is given, when we shall feast at that 
table where you reign with all your saints for ever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Our Pastoral Prayers 

 
To include somebody on this prayer 
list please let Liz in the office know by  
8am on Friday, making sure the person  
you wish to be included wants their name in print. 
 
Marriage 
Couples preparing for marriage and those recently married, 
also for those who have had to postpone their special day 
due to current circumstances. 
 
Baptisms:  
We pray for all parents and godparents, including those who 
have had to postpone their service due to current 
circumstances. 
 
Those in need of our prayers:  
Margaret Moyle, Hazel, Christine Marston, Val & George 
Crawford, Maureen & Ian Thompson, Pete, Brenda, Olive, 
Victoria Yasenko, Bishop Peter Hancock, Gordon Wilson 
 
For those who have died:                                                        
We pray for those who have recently died and their loved 
ones who grieve their loss. 
 
Those whose anniversary falls this week: 
Susan Loxton,  

 

 

 

 

 

COLLECTS AND READINGS  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who’s Who at St John’s: 
Vicar: Vacant 
Curate: Rev’d Dan Crouch       325194 
Churchwarden: Chris Perry     783753 
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OFFICE OPENING 

Wednesday 9.30am – 2.45pm 
Friday 9.30am -2.45pm 

Term time only 
 

To submit an article for the signpost weekly 
please email: 

stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com by 8am on 
Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you need any practical help or assistance 

during the Coronavirus pandemic there is a 

designated helpline and email address available. 

01278 787852 

          burnhamandhighbridge@gmail.com  

APCM 

The Annual Parochial Church meeting will be 

held at 10.30am (after the 9.30am service) on 

Sunday 18th October 2020. 

 

All are invited to this particularly important 

meeting which will of course be very different 

this year.  

 

Please see the additional APCM Signpost for 

further information and details about 

vacancies and opportunities to serve. 

Calling all knitters 

It’s time to get those knitting needles out again as the 
pattern for this year’s Christmas knitted gift is now 

available. 
If you or anyone you know would like to knit for us and 

would like the pattern please email the parish office 

stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com 

Worship has now resumed here at St. John’s. 

Every Sunday at 9.30am 

Please enter through the south door, hand 

sanitiser is available at the door and we please 

ask you to wear a mask unless exempt. 

 

The 8am service is returning from Sunday 13 

September 2020 and will initially be held twice 

each month. Chairs will be used at the front 

which can be removed and quarantined before 

the 9.30 service. Please see the calendar for 

when the 8am service will be held. 

Lamentation to Hope 
The service to remember all those who have died 

during the Covid pandemic is available to watch on 

the Wells Cathedral website 

(wellscathedral.org.uk) and on the website of the 

Diocese of Bath and Wells (bathandwells.org.uk)  

 

 

Service of Welcome 

The service to welcome Revd Martin Little 

to the Benefice of Highbridge will be held 

on 18th January 2021. 

More details will be available nearer the 

time due to Covid and the restrictions on 

Worship and gatherings. 
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CALENDAR 
 

OCTOBER 

Sun 4th Seventeenth after Trinity     9.30am Communion 
Thurs 8th     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer  
 

Sun 11th Eighteenth after Trinity     8am Communion     9.30am Communion 
Thurs 15th     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer  
 

Sun 18th Nineteenth after Trinity     9.30am Communion     10.30am APCM 
Thurs 22nd     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer 
  

Sun 25th Last Sunday after Trinity     8am Communion     9.30am Communion 
Thurs 29th     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer  
 

NOVEMBER 

Sun 1st All Saints Day    9.30am Communion 
Thurs 5th     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer  
 

Sun 8th Third Sunday before Advent    8am Communion     9.30am Communion 
Thurs 12th     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer  
 

 

 Deanery Synod Meeting 
 

Thanksgiving: Lament: Growth – 
Where Are We Now? 

 
Wednesday 7 October 2020 

7pm on Zoom. 
 

Deanery Synod meetings are open meetings, 
and so all are invited to join us as we think 

about where we now find ourselves. 
 

If you wish to attend, please let the Area Dean 
Reverend Richard Neill know so that he can 

share the joining instructions for the meeting 
with you. 

 
wedmorevic@gmail.com 

01934 713566 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You are invited to a service of thanksgiving for 

the work of the NHS in Somerset at Wells 
Cathedral at 3pm on Sunday 18th October. 
Dean John will hold the service at which 

Evensong will be sung by Wells Cathedral Choir. 
So they can prepare well, if you plan to come 

please email the Cathedral 
office (office@wellscathedral.uk.net) by 

Monday, 12th October. 
 

Please note that groups are limited in size to six 
and that face coverings are to be worn in the 

Cathedral, unless a person is exempt. 
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