
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a vicar one thing I really enjoyed, even though it seemed to come round rather quickly, was writing the 

letter for the parish magazine. I know that not all parishes are able to produce a parish magazine and some 

find a website is a better way to communicate with people, however, I do still appreciate reading them 

when I can. So I would like to express my thanks to all those involved in writing, editing and producing 

parish magazines. They are often still an effective way to share what we are doing in our churches and to 

share with others the good news of the gospel. 

Recently I was reading one which had an article by someone recalling a visit made to the north west of the 

USA some 40 years ago. They spoke about the warmth of their welcome and the joy of being invited to 

preach in the church. What caught my eye, was that they remembered visiting Lake Wallowa where it is 

said: ‘the air is so pure and the sky so clear that one can see the dawn of the day after tomorrow!’ What a 

glorious expression. Of course, the truth is that we don’t know what the future holds and at the moment 

things are challenging and uncertain for all of us and indeed for the world.  

One night recently when I was in hospital, unable to sleep and waiting for the dawn to break, I found myself 

singing the words of ‘One More Step Along the Way’ I go which has the chorus: ‘And it’s from the old I travel 

to the new, Keep me travelling along with you’. Maybe as we look to the future, with the joys and 

challenges that it will bring, that should be our prayer – Lord help us to travel with you wherever you may 

be leading. 

With my warmest greetings, 

Bishop Peter 

 

Dear Friends,  

You will see from the box on page 3, if you have not already heard, that we have sadly lost 

two members of our congregation in the last few weeks. Gordon Wilson was a wonderful 

gentle-man who I got to know through our 8am congregation. A quiet, caring man, 

Gordon’s love and care for others shone throughout his life. It was a privilege to know him. 

Larry Sheedy was St John’s, you do not need to go far to find something built by/donated 

by/used by Larry. His fingerprints are throughout our church building and indeed on our 

hearts. Larry was (mostly) a joy to be with. I was privileged to be with both Gordon and 

Larry in the days before they were promoted to glory and their faith was deep and very 

evident. The words of Jesus 'Well done, good and faithful servant!’ rarely seem more 

appropriate than for these two. As we continue in the Kingdom season – these few weeks 

before Advent and the start of the new church year – I invite you to join me in thanking God 

for Gordon and Larry, praying for their families, and remembering that they are now 

feasting in the Kingdom God promises to all who believe in him. Rest well, our good and 

faithful servants, Gordon and Larry.        Rev Dan                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

One more step 



15th November   2nd Sunday before Advent   Zephaniah 1.7,12-end; 1 Thessalonians 5.1-11; 
                                                                                  Matthew 25.14-30 
Collect: Heavenly Lord, you long for the world’s salvation: stir us from apathy, restrain us from excess and revive in us 
new hope that all creation will one day be healed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Post Communion: Gracious Lord, in this holy sacrament you give substance to our hope: bring us at the last to that 
fullness of life for which we long; through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 

22nd November    Christ the King       Ezekiel 34.11-16, 20-24; Ephesians 1.15-end; Matthew 25.31-end 
Collect: God the Father, help us to hear the call of Christ the King and to follow in his service, whose kingdom has no 
end; for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, one glory. 
Post Communion: Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people; that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good 
works, may by you be plenteously rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Our Pastoral Prayers 

 
To include somebody on this prayer 
list please let Liz in the office know by  
8am on Friday, making sure the person  
you wish to be included wants their name in print. 
 
Marriage 
Couples preparing for marriage and those recently 
married, also for those who have had to postpone their 
special day due to current circumstances. 
 
Baptisms:  
We pray for all parents and godparents, including those 
who have had to postpone their service due to current 
circumstances. 
 
Those in need of our prayers:  
Margaret Moyle, Hazel, Christine Marston, Val & George 
Crawford, Maureen & Ian Thompson, Pete, Brenda, Olive, 
Victoria Yasenko, Bishop Peter Hancock 
 
For those who have died:                                                        
We pray for those who have recently died and their loved 
ones who grieve their loss. 
Gordon Wilson, Larry Sheedy 
 
Those whose anniversary falls this week: 
Dennis Moore 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLECTS AND READINGS 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Who’s Who at St John’s: 

Vicar: Vacant 
Curate: Rev’d Dan Crouch       325194 
Churchwarden: Chris Perry     783753 
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OFFICE OPENING 

Wednesday 9.30am – 2.45pm 
Friday 9.30am -2.45pm 

Term time only 
 

With the ongoing restrictions Liz is continuing to 
work from home but can be emailed anytime 

stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com or 
contacted on her new number 01278 326344 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who’s Who at St John’s: 
Vicar: Vacant 
Curate: Rev’d Dan Crouch       325194 
Churchwarden: Chris Perry     783753 

 

If you need any practical help or assistance 

during the Coronavirus pandemic there is a 

designated helpline and email address available. 

01278 787852 

          burnhamandhighbridge@gmail.com  

Prayer for the Nation 
 

The Church of England are encouraging us to make 
November a month of prayer, hoping we can all unite 

at 6pm each day in prayer. 
 

They have produced a double-sided prayer sheet 
which can be found at this link 

 
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2

020-11/PftN%20Booklet%20spreads.pdf 

 

A picture reminder will be 

posted each day at 6pm on  

our Facebook page.  

Knitted Stars  
We are hoping it will still be possible to put out 

our knitted gifts around Highbridge this year.  

So we can get them labelled and have time to 

quarantine them can you please drop them into 

the back of Church on a Thursday between 10am -

2pm and Sunday 2pm- 4pm or please email the 

parish office stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com 

or contact Liz (01278 326344) to arrange 

collection by 21st November. 

As a consequence of the national lockdown 

our church buildings are once again closed for 

worship. 

 

St John’s is, however, open for unsupervised 

private prayer at the following times: 

 

Thursday 10am – 2pm 

 

Sunday 2pm-4pm 

 

We will keep you informed of any further 

plans as they develop.  

We are sad to share the news that Gordon Wilson, a 

member of 8am congregation known to some of you, 

sadly passed away on Sunday 1 November in 

Burnham hospital after a short illness. His funeral 

was held in St John's on Friday 13 November. Please 

do continue to pray for Ivy (Gordon's wife) and his 

wider family. 

 

We are also sad to share the news that Larry Sheedy 

passed away at home on Friday 6 November. His 

funeral will be on Friday 20 November. Sadly, 

numbers will be restricted. Please do be praying for 

Pat, John and the wider family at this time. 

This is sad news which is compounded by the 

challenges of social distancing and the closure of the 

church building that mean we cannot comfort one 

another as we might like. 

 

Please know that Rev Dan is always available if you 

would appreciate a conversation - 01278 325194. 
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CALENDAR 
 

NOVEMBER 

Sun 15th Second Sunday before Advent    2pm – 4pm Church open for prayer  
Thurs 19th     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer 
 

Sun 22nd Christ the King    2pm – 4pm Church open for prayer 
Thurs 26th     10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer 
 

Sun 29th First Sunday in Advent     2pm – 4pm Church open for prayer 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Help raise funds for St. John’s Church 
Doing your shopping online? 

 
We have signed St. John’s up to easyfundraising to help raise some much-

needed funds. It’s easy and free to use. 
 

                            Visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk choose St. John’s, Highbridge as your cause to 
support then join up for free. 

 
                              

                                Search and visit retailers (Over 4,000 online retailers including John Lewis, Argos,                
Uswitch, eBay, and M&S are ready to give your cause a free donation) 

 and shop online as usual. 
 
 

                    We will receive free donations from retailers when purchases are made  
through the easyfundraising website. 

 
 
 

Alternatively, copy and paste this link and it will take you to our page on the easyfundraising website:  
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjohntheevangelistchurchhighbridge/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_content=cpl  

Our local foodbank continues to need our support.  

They are particularly in need of the following items  

Tinned/packet Custard, Tinned Rice Pudding, 
Small jars of coffee, Cartons of Fruit juice, 
Jam, Tinned spaghetti, Toilet rolls, Bars of soap 
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