
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

One of our oldest (16th century) English carols tells us that the story of Jesus’ birth as a baby into our world, 

is good news, bringing “tidings of comfort and joy”.  And don’t we just need comfort and joy at this 

moment! 

We know that Christmas will not be the same this year.  The usual gatherings of family and friends will not 

have the same shape this year.  Traditional carol services and Midnight Mass may not be possible either but 

that doesn’t mean that Christmas is cancelled! 

This year more than ever we need to carol the words, ‘comfort and joy’.  We need to find new and novel 

ways of telling the Christmas story.  The Church of England and our own diocesan team have provided 

plenty of ideas by which we can bring Christmas to our communities.  I’m going to be both a tax collector 

and a donkey in some of our diocesan video re-telling of the story!    

Perhaps even more important is how we can personally be messengers of comfort and joy.  Who do you 

know who might need you to bring them so comfort this Christmas?  Maybe someone who is alone, 

especially anxious, grieving a loved one?  How could you offer comfort and support? 

And as for joy…?  Perhaps we ourselves need to rediscover the joy of the Christmas story.  What could be 

more wonderful than knowing that God loves us so much that even though it was costly, He chose to come 

and join us in a world, dark with fear and suffering, and bring the light of His presence! 

 

Bishop Ruth 

 

Dear Friends, 

It has been quite a couple of weeks in our house. Our positive COVID tests meant that 

self-isolating was our only option, but being at home with two children under four while 

feeling unwell was tough. We are counting our blessings because the story that unfolded 

for us is in stark contrast with the experience of others. We are so grateful that we are 

improving and for the support and love of friends and family over the last couple of 

weeks. Thank you to you for your prayers and offers of practical support. As we leave 

national lockdown in the coming week and enter tier 2 (High Alert) our plans for what 

will be possible for Christmas services are taking shape. More information about that in 

next week’s Signpost. What we do know is that we will be permitted to meet for 

corporate worship with the same restrictions and safeguards that were in place before 

we entered national lockdown. We will continue to do all we can to ensure the risks of 

contracting illness in our building are reduced. Life feels quite messy at the moment, but 

I am reminded that it was exactly the mess and the muddle of the world that Jesus 

entered. Let’s try to remember that God is with us at the centre of the mess.       Rev Dan                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Bringing Comfort and Joy 



29th November   1st Sunday of Advent   Isaiah 64.1-9; 1 Corinthians 1.3-9; Mark 13.24-37 
Collect: Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness, that we may be 
ready to meet you in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Post Communion: O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 
that, when he shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active in his service and joyful in his praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

6th December   2nd Sunday of Advent     Isaiah 40.1-11; 2 Peter 3.8-15a; Mark 1.1-8 
Collect: Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, who is our Lord and our God. 
Post Communion: Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world and will send him again to be our judge: 
give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his first coming that, when he comes again, we may be 
ready to greet him with joyful love and firm faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Our Pastoral Prayers 

 
To include somebody on this prayer 
list please let Liz in the office know by  
8am on Friday, making sure the person  
you wish to be included wants their name in print. 
 
Marriage 
Couples preparing for marriage and those recently 
married, also for those who have had to postpone their 
special day due to current circumstances. 
 
Baptisms:  
We pray for all parents and godparents, including those 
who have had to postpone their service due to current 
circumstances. 
 
Those in need of our prayers:  
Margaret Moyle, Hazel, Christine Marston, Val & George 
Crawford, Maureen & Ian Thompson, Pete, Brenda, Olive, 
Victoria Yasenko, Bishop Peter Hancock 
 
For those who have died:                                                        
We pray for those who have recently died and their loved 
ones who grieve their loss. 
Ruby Pursey 
 
Those whose anniversary falls this week: 
John Norwood, Janet Farrow, Margaret Edwards, 
Margaret Hartop  
 

 

 

 

 

COLLECTS AND READINGS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Who’s Who at St John’s: 
Vicar: Vacant 
Curate: Rev’d Dan Crouch       325194 
Churchwarden: Chris Perry     783753 
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OFFICE OPENING 

Wednesday 9.30am – 2.45pm 
Friday 9.30am -2.45pm 

Term time only 
 

With the ongoing restrictions Liz is continuing to 
work from home but can be emailed anytime 

stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com or contacted on 
her new number 01278 326344 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who’s Who at St John’s: 
Vicar: Vacant 
Curate: Rev’d Dan Crouch       325194 
Churchwarden: Chris Perry     783753 

 

If you need any practical help or assistance 

during the Coronavirus pandemic there is a 

designated helpline and email address available. 

01278 787852 

          burnhamandhighbridge@gmail.com  

Prayer for the Nation 
 

The Church of England are encouraging us to make 
November a month of prayer, hoping we can all 

unite at 6pm each day in prayer. 
 

They have produced a double-sided prayer sheet 
which can be found at this link 

 
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/fil

es/2020-11/PftN%20Booklet%20spreads.pdf 

 

A picture reminder will be 

posted each day at 6pm on  

our Facebook page. 
 

The funeral of Larry Sheedy will now be held on 

Friday 4 December at 10am at Sedgemoor 

Crematorium. 

 

The funeral will be live streamed from the 

crematorium (this is the main reason it is there 

and not being held in St John’s). 

 

If you would like a link to the livestream then 

please email Liz at 

stjohnsofficehighbridge@gmail.com and she will 

share the link when we have it, 

As a consequence of the national lockdown 

our church buildings are once again closed for 

worship. 

 

St John’s is, however, open for unsupervised 

private prayer at the following times: 

 

Thursday 10am – 2pm 

 

Sunday 2pm-4pm 

 

We will keep you informed of any further 

plans as they develop.  

If you would like to join with others in Prayer for the 

Nation then each Thursday at 6pm our Area Dean 

Reverend Richard Neill is inviting anyone from across 

the deanery to join together for 10-15 minutes 

prayer. The zoom details can be found below: 

 

Topic: Praying for the Nation 

Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85121048534?pwd=dGV

LYmxETzZxYUdpNWYzNVhXOXlNQT09 

 

Meeting ID: 851 2104 8534 

Passcode: 573664 
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CALENDAR 
NOVEMBER 

Sun 29th First Sunday of Advent     2pm – 4pm Church open for prayer 
 

DECEMBER 

Thurs 3rd      10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer 
 

Sun 6th Second Sunday of Advent     8am Communion 9.30am Communion      
Thurs 10th    10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer  

 
Sun 13th Third Sunday of Advent    9.30am Communion  
                                                               5pm Christingle online 
Thurs 17th   10am – 2pm     Church open for prayer 

 

 

Help raise funds for St. John’s Church 
Doing your shopping online? 

 
We have signed St. John’s up to easyfundraising to help raise some much-

needed funds. It’s easy and free to use. 
 

                            Visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk choose St. John’s, Highbridge as your cause to 
support then join up for free. 

 
                              

                                Search and visit retailers (Over 4,000 online retailers including John Lewis, Argos,                
Uswitch, eBay, and M&S are ready to give your cause a free donation) 

 and shop online as usual. 
 
 

                    We will receive free donations from retailers when purchases are made  
through the easyfundraising website. 

 
 
 

Alternatively, copy and paste this link and it will take you to our page on the easyfundraising website:  
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjohntheevangelistchurchhighbridge/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_content=cpl  

Our local foodbank continues to need our support.  

They are particularly in need of the following items  

Tinned/packet Custard, Tinned Rice Pudding, 
Small jars of coffee, Cartons of Fruit juice, 
Jam, Tinned spaghetti, Toilet rolls, Bars of soap 
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